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Company Background

SoftSpot Software was founded in 1994.  The company was based in Edinburgh, Scotland and we offered consultancy and turnkey project development, specialising in commercial television broadcast scheduling systems including video switching and VT automation.

In 1996, following an ever increasing interest in intellectual/educational games, we launched ‘Letter Rack’ as our first venture into the commercial software market.  Further products followed, including ‘What’s Up’, ‘Word Blitz’ and ‘Countdown Cracker’ – all developed in Delphi.

Without doubt, ‘Letter Rack’ has become our core product and has received praise throughout the world and we are now in the process of a complete revision and transformation of ‘Letter Rack’.

By 1998, our business focus had been completely transformed and we relocated to Manchester, England, specialising solely in the production of software games based on a Delphi platform.

Word Magic

The production of commercial VCL components is another new venture for SoftSpot Software and Word Magic represents the culmination of several years work in lexical analysis/word game development.

In essence, Word Magic is the core engine of all of our products and represents the latest stage of our development of the heart for our new games that are in production.  Earlier versions of our software were not object focussed and in the past it would not have been possible to launch a product such as Word Magic.

Over the years, we have received many enquiries from other software developers who required the same functionality as our products.  We were naturally apprehensive about revealing too much about the internal functionality of our games and, until now, there was no way in which we could consider helping others in the development of their own ventures.

Word Magic v1.00 beta

This suite of components has been launched as a beta test and we have not finalised the full functional specification of Word Magic.  It is also intended that we include support for C++ Builder at the final product launch.

At this time, we are neither ready nor prepared to sell Word Magic as a product but we are seeking your feedback/comments/criticisms.  There is no other product similar to Word Magic, it is entirely unique.

Word Magic v1.00 Final

The target date for product launch is late September 1999.

Component Development Status
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The functionality and design of these components is complete.  There are no planned revisions and all development work has ceased.
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This component has not been completed; the functional specification is being revised.  Additional functionality will include ‘illegal’ cells – cells in which no letters can be placed – essentially a ‘hole’ in the board line.  The return parameters will be modified to include a TObject list to provide letter source and wild character identification.

The focus has been to produce a suite of components whose functionality can be extended easily by the end user.  We have considered including Soundex, Metaphone and Phonetic analysis but these can be implemented by the user – the techniques that underpin Word Magic are easily understood, elegant and efficient and it was our intention to provide the base class components from which more specific descendants could be created.  We also adopted the same stance when considering the production of a Spell Check descendant – but give us your feedback, your requirements – help us to launch a product that meets your needs !

Many thanks for your interest and for evaluating Word Magic,

Andrew Jameson

Software Development Director

