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Concepts








Band 		: A band is a container for the information that you wish to be displayed.


Tables		: A Table can be a database table or query. They are treated as the same.


Field		: Holds the information in a table.	


Text Label 	: A Text label is used to display simple text.


Database Field	: This is used to display the information from your tables.


Picture		: A Picture is used to display a bitmap.


Database Picture	: Display a picture from you're database.


Calculation   	: Use a calculation to do simple arithmetic calculations on you fields.


System		: This allows you use todays date, time and page no.	


Master Table   	: This is you're main table.


Detail Table	: This is a table that is linked to another as a sub table.





Bands





Ther are several types of bands.





Header 		: This band is the page header. It will appear above every page that is generate.


Deatil		: This is used to display the information of you're main table. A new band will appear for 		 every new record in you're table.


Child		: A child band is used to display information from your detail tables. There owner is always 		 the band that is used to display the tables information that it is linked to.


Footer   		: The footer band appears at the bottom of every page and is used for displaying totals and


		 such for that page.


Summary	: This band appears at the end of a report and is used for totals and calulations of the entire 		 report.


Calculation         	: This band appears below its owner band. This is used for doing calculation on the owner 		 band.


Group Header   	: This is used to break your report into groups. I.E. All male clothes the female clothes.


Group Footer	: This shows at the end of a group and is used to display calculations on that group.
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Navigating the editor





For ease of use all buttons on the toolbar have hints as to there purpose. 


Menus








File


------





New


	This creates a new blank report.


Load


 	This brings up a submenu from which you can either load a previous report, or one that is not list 	there.


Save


	Allows you to save your current report.





Save As


	Using this you are able to save a report under a different name.


Quit


	Exits the report writer.





Edit


-----





Cut


	Will copy the selected labels to the clipboard and delete them from the editor. (Ctrl-X)


Copy 


	Copy's the selected labels to the clipboard. (Ctrl-C)


Paste


	This will paste the labels in the clipboard onto the selected band. (Ctrl-V)


Select All


	Allows you to select all the labels in a band.





Options


-----------





Report


  	Brings up a options window in which you can set the grid size, keyboard movement and sizing step of 	labels. Also the backup time can also be set. (1-10Min).





Tables


---------


	This will bring up window for editing and adding tables to your report.





Printing


-----------


Print	


	This menu selection you prnt your currently loaded report. (F8)


Preview


	This will preview you report. (F9)





Quick Format


-------------------





	This will format all selected labels to what you selected.





To use a label you first need a band. 





To add a band click on the cabinet with the open drawer. To delete a band click the cabinet with all the drawers close.





To edit a band or labels property's just right click on it.





To Multi select labels hold the shift key down and select the labels. To move the selected bands hold the shift key down and drag the labels.





Hitting enter while a band is selected will bring up its property's windows. Hitting enter a text label brings up a edit box that allows you to Change its caption. You can not change multiple selected labels' property's threw the property's windows. Only the toolbar effects multiple selected labels.





Holding the Ctrl key down and pressing a arrow key will move the selected labels by the amount you selected in the options menu.





Holding the shift key down and pressing a arrow key will size the selected labels.
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Creating Tables





This is the section is central to using Smart Reports. So Read it carefully. As stated previously a table can be a query or an actual database table. To get to the tables click on the Table menu. This will bring up a form for editing tables.





The top most box shows which table is the main table. I.E. all the other tables follow of this one. The next box lists all the tables that have been added to the report.





Buttons


-----------





Link Tables	: Is used to create master detail tables.


Edit Fields	: This allows you to add and delete fields external to the actual fisical table.


Add Table	: Lets you add a actual database table or create a query.


Edit Table	: This lets you modify tables that you have already created.


Delete		: This will delete the selected table.


Close		: Will return you to the editor.





Add Table


-------------





First select if you wish to add a query or database table. Next, enter the tables name. In the Database Name ( or alias) select the alias (by clicking on the down arrow) or the directory in which the desired table is to be found (by clicking the button to the right).





If you selected to create a table, you must now select the table. Clicking the dropdown box  (next to Table in the Table Select group box) will list all the valid tables that you can select. If you wish to change the sorting of the table click on the dropdown box's arrow will give you list of ways that you wish to sort your table. The list will only contain the sorting methods that were set up in the creation of the fisical table. If you wish to sort the table by other means you'll have to create a query. To filter your table, click on the button with [...], which is next to the filter edit box. This will bring up a filter wizard to help you create a filter. If you understand the workings of a filter you can enter it directly into the filter edit box.





If you selected to create a query you have to enter now enter your query in the displayed memo box.





Clicking Ok will return you to the prviews form and you table will be added.





Clicking Canel will return also return you to the previous form but you table will not be added.





Link Tables


----------------





To link tables you need you need two tables. 


Click the link tables button. The link tables form will appear. Select the table that will be the master table. Now select the table that will be the detail table. Select the corrisponding fields that you wish to link the tables by. Now click the add link button. your link will now appear at the bottom. You may link tables by several fields if you so wish.





Clicking the Done button will make the changs.





Clicking the Cancel button will discard your changes.
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Calculations





To do calculations you need a calculation label. The calculations are treated as normal everyday calculations. When you add a calculation label and go to its properties a extra button has been added nl. Calculation eg. 5+(6 / 2)-4.


Click on the button. To get a field into the calculation double click on the desired field you wish to add. Then you continue with your calculation. 


e.g.(Table1:Debit-Table1:Credit)*100


Note : Fields with spaces or non alpha characters are not allowed in the calculation!
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Demostartion Report





First a simple report is shown.





Click on the new button so that a new blank report is created. Now add a table that you wish to create a report from (As explained in section 3).





When you have done this add a header band. You do this by clicking on the tool button with the open cabenit picture on. Not right click on the newly create band. This will bring up the bands propertys. Give the band the a title of  "My Header Dand". The band type should be a header as that is the defualt band type. The band has no owner so you can skip this. Now you can give the band borders if you so wish and change the band color.


Click the done button.





Now add another band and give it the title of "My Detail Band". Change the band type to a detail band. This is the band that we will use to list all you're tables information on. Click the done button. Now click then blue down arrow. This will you're band to the bottom.





Now add another band. Make this a footer band. Give it the title of "My Footer Band". Once again ignore the owner property. Click done. Move the band to the bottom by clickng the bue down arrow.





Now click on the Text Label button. (The one with the big A on). Then click on the Header band. A form will popup. You use this to change the property's of the text label. Change the Caption to "My First Report" and click done. To get the menu back to make futher changes just right click on the label. Now you will notice that the caption does not fit. There are two ways to fix this. First you can click on the label and move the mouse to the far right of the label onto one of the red dots. Your mouse will change to a two way arrow. Click and hold down the left mouse button and move the mouse. This will resize the label. Do so until the caption fits. Secondly you can click on the label to select it. the click the blue half circle arrow. This will size the label to fit automaticaly.





Select your label again and click the button with the red box and to arrows to either side of it. This will center your label horizontaly. Clicking the button to the left will center your label vertically.


	


You can change the captions font and color by using the lower toolbars' buttons.





Now click on the button next to the text label button. click on the detail band. This will create 	database label. You will use this to display information from your tables. Again a form will be brought up.  Select the table that the database label will use to get its information from. Now select the field that you wish the label to display. Click the down button. Add several other database labels and link them to the fields you wish to display. Add them all to the Detail band. To align the Labels, select the labels that you wish to align. You do this by holding the shift key down and clicking on the labels. Now click on the one of the red arrows according to the side you wish to align your labels.





Now move the mouse onto the gray line at the botton of you're detail band. The mouse will change to a up and down arrow with to line inbetween. Click and hold down the left mouse button and push the mouse up. This will resize the band to the desired size. 





Add a Text label to the footer and change the caption to "This is a footer band". Size and move the label to what you want.





Press the F9 key and your report will be previewed. While the report is busy building you can hit the escape key to stop the report build. If you hit the escape key when the report is finsihed you will be return to the report editor. To navigate threw you're report use the four arrow buttons. The first arrow will move you to the first page. The next button will move you the prior page. The next button will move you to the next page. The last of the four arrows will move you to the last page. You can navigate the report while it is building. Clicking on the first button (The one with the printer picture) will print your report. This only becomes active when the report is finished building. To print a range of pages click the button next to the print button.





Now for a more advanced report.





Add another table to the report you just created. Now link the tables (As explained in section 3). Add another Band. Change the band type to Child Band. Now change the owner to your detail band. If you added any more tables and child bands the bands owner would be the band that they follow. Add Database labels and link them to the detail table.





Again press F9 and the report will be previewed. To Print the report hit F8 this will print it.





The End.


