Components Hierarchy Browser for Delphi 3

Components Hierarchy Browser (CHB) is a Delphi 3 Add-in that enables developers to examine without compile the inheritance information for components, registered in the Delphi 3 Components Palette.

CHB is designed with using XDK (eXpert development Kit) and demonstartes of using Delphi RTTI and Open Tools API.

CHB added into the Delphi 3 IDE menu item View | Component Hierarchy for shownig Component Hierarchy Browser Window.
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To install CHB into the Delphi 3 IDE place XDK.dpl into search path (the best – into \Delphi 3\BIN\ directory) and install CHBrws.dpl as design-time package.

The main elements of the Components Hierarchy Browser are:

· Toolbar

· Components inheritance tree (only for registered components)

· Properties tree for current selected component class (only published, getting via RTTI)

· Status pane with information about ancestor, package and declaration unit of seleted component

If you installed any packages after install CHB you need click to the 'refresh tree' button for rebuild inheritance tree. CHB is not using XDK's add-in notifier for this, because Delphi 3 Open Tools API duplicates messages about installing/uninstalling packages and this reduces the performance of IDE add-ins that performs these events.

The 'find'-combobox in toolbar is case-insencitive and stored all non-duplicates history of names in one session of working with CHB (between loading and unloading CHB package).

Click on the 'VCL Help' button calls Delphi 3 VCL Help. If the components tree is focused you get the help topic for current selected components class name. If the properties view is focused you get the help topic for selected property.

Copyright © Sergey Orlic, Moscow, 1996-97.

I hope the Components Hierarchy Browser would be useful to examine Delphi 3 VCL inheritance hierarhy for all Delphi developers.

Please, send me feedbacks free.

Sergey Orlic

product manager of Borland Russia

sorlic@sovam.com
http://www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/Way/9006/index.html
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