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LIMITATION OF LIABILITY   (Legal mambo jumbo)





IN NO EVENT WILL  G.P.R. DATA  BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING LOSS OF DATA, LOST PROFITS, COST OF COVER OR OTHER SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL OR INDIRECT DAMAGES ARISING FROM THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE OR ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION,


HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY.


UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL THE LIABILITY OF G.P.R. DATA  EXCEED THE ACTUAL AMOUNT PAID TO AND RECEIVED BY G.P.R. DATA IN CONNECTION WITH THE PARTICULAR COPY OF THE SOFTWARE IN QUESTION.





IT IS UP TO THE USER TO TEST THIS PROGRAM FOR SUITABILITY.








30 day evaluation


This is a 30 day evaluation copy of Posat and a licence is granted to you to use Posat for 30 days. if you not ordering after this time, you must remove Posat from your hard disk.


if you like this program, then order it and feel free to continue using Posat for another 30 days.


Make sure to order in time, as Posat will stop working after 60 days and a corruption of the data file is possible.





What hard ware is needed


You need a IBM compatible computer (or a electronic cash register) running Windows95 or Nt . It must be fast enough to read your price list (once loaded in memory) from front to back in 2 seconds or less.


(Posat installed on a Pentium 200 will read through a price list containing 14.280 lines (articles) in 0.62 of a second.)


Optional are: a cash drawer, a printer or docket printer, a scanner and  a customer display. 


POSAT is designed to have the printer connected to the parallel port .  The printer should be capable to print at least 26 column in PICA on a line (this equals 40 column in COMPRESSED). A normal 80 or 132 column printer can also be used in order to print letter size accounts. 


A mouse is not needed to operate Posat but is useful in the configuring screens.


The mouse is disabled in the sales, expense and inventory screens. 


How fast should a computer be to find an article in the price list in  1 sec. average.


If you stocking up to 750 lines (different types of articles), then a 286 16 will do it very easy and they are now very very cheep. How ever it will not run Windows95 and you need the DOS version of Posat.


If you stocking up to 8000 lines, then you need a Pentium 100.


If you stock more than 14000 lines then a Pentium 200 is needed. it will get a typed or scanned article code which is on the end of the price list in 0.62 of a second onto the screen. As faster the computer, and as closer the code is to the top of the price list, the less the wait.


A 14” color display with a resolution 480x640 and standard font or 600x800 and large or small font is optimal.





Configuring Posat for your shop


To use Posat in your shop, you will have to go first press the "Update" button and then "Setup Posat". This will bring up the configuring screen which has the following buttons.





Basic setup:


Type in the data for discounts, tax, cash drawer, customer display, display width of customer display, currency sign, type of rounding to be used, maximum width the printer can print, number of lines the finished docket should push out and low stock warning number.





SP setup (sales person setup):


Enter the Sale person codes and names. You may use the same name again but do not use a SP code twice. If you have no need for all five lines, then use dummy entries for the rest. Hint: As single operator, you may want to use the week day names and letters instead.





Docket setup:


Here you enter your shop name, address, tel. number and also the printer control codes (P-codes or ESC codes). This and the print width number in the basic setup does control how the docket (sales slip) will look. You will need the printer manual as reference or look up the Printer code in the file Pcodes.doc.


If the shop name, address and telephone lines are not filled in, then the sale, expense and docket buttons are dimmed and not available.


Note: Posat is capable to print from small dockets to full page accounts on a dot matrix printer. It is possible to use ink jet or laser printers if they capable to print from DOS. 





Language setup:


Make changes here if you need the dockets in a different language, or just prefer to use other words.





Print docket:


Press the "Print Docket" button to print a sample docket (sales slip). Posat will not be able to print if it is installed is on a “Path” with long folder names (more then 8 characters).





Exit & save:


Any changes you make are saved to the hard disk and immediate available.





No inventory and statistics only


POSAT can be switched between inventory and statistics with low stock warning mode, and statistics mode only.


To run Posat in statistic mode, press Update - Setup Posat - Basic Setup, and enter a zero in the low stock warning field.


(The file Inventory.Dat is created when you do the first consolidate.)





Inventory with statistics and low stock warning


To run Posat in inventory mode press, Update - Setup Posat - Basic Setup, and enter a number from 1 to 99 in the low stock warning field.


The low stock warning  number, and the Min/Max numbers will determine when a low stock warning should occur.


You can set the trigger point for the low stock warning in two ways:





1) Type in the price list for each article a stock level Min/Max (minimum) number when the warning should activate. Then type a 99 in the basic setup (low stock warning field).





2) Type in the price list for each article the stock level MiN/MAX (maximum) number you indent to stock. Then type a number (= % of) in the  basic setup (low stock warning field).


Note: The Min/Max number is the last number column in the price list.


         The low stock warning number is in the Basic setup.





Example to


1) if you set the Min/Max No. for an article to 5, and the low stock warning No to 99, then the alarm will start when only 4 or less of this article are left on stock.


2) if you set the Min/Max No for an article to 40, and the low stock warning No to 20,  then the alarm is activated when 8 or less articles are left (8 is 20% of 40). 





Note: The inventory and on stock figure is updated every time a consolidate is done.


If you choose to run Posat in inventory mode, you will have to setup an inventory (see inventory setup below).  


To maintain the inventory, you must record every stock coming in, or returning to your supplier. Choose Update - Update inventory and enter the data.





Inventory setup


If you choose to run Posat in inventory mode, then you will have to first do a stock take.


1) Add all articles on stock to the price list.


2) If a file Inventory.Dat does exist, then delete or rename it.


3) Press Update - Setup Posat - Basic Setup and set the “low stock warning number” temporary  to a zero. (This will avoid that low stock warning messages popping up).


4) Then ring (sell) your whole stock through the cash register. Scan (or type) the article codes and type how many items there are. Press “F” and enter only now and then in order to write the results to the disk . (See also Stock take.)


5) Press Update - Setup Posat - Basic Setup and set the low stock warning number to the previous value.


6) Exit Posat and do a consolidate.  Posat will produce 3 files:


A) Stocktake.yy* , this file is the renamed file Results.Dat for your (tax) records.


B) Inventory.yy* is also for your records. it has a line added showing the whole sale totals.         ( yy* = year+A or B,C etc.)


C) Inventory.Dat, this is your inventory and contains the minmax and  on stock figures.   














The file Pricelist.Dat 


When POSAT is started up, it will read the file Pricelist.Dat and Inventory.Dat. It will merge the relevant data to the file Pricelist.Wrk. Posat does work with this file and not with your original price list.





If  POSAT  does not find a price list, then it will create one with one sample line in it. Use this sample line as a guide, if you prefer to write the price list with an editor or Note- or Word pad.


To add or delete lines or make updates to the price list, press Update and Update price list in the main screen and enter details of your stock, services and expenses.





You must press the Enter key in each line you add or change. This will induce a line check and move the cursor to the next line. 


If a line has a fault, then a message will pop up and the line will turn red. 


Correct every fault immediate as Posat will not run with a faulty price list. (Posat will not allow to go into the sales screen with a faulty price list.)





When you exit the Update price list, then empty and incomplete lines are discarded and the files Pricelist.Wrk' and 'Inventory.Dat' rewritten and synchronized.





Do a sorting of the price list on 'Pricelist.Dat' only. in order to synchronize the inventory file to the sorted price list do the following: start Posat, go to Update, Update price list press the  Enter key in any line and then the Save&Exit button. Alternative start Posat, press Exit and consolidate.


WARNING: If you start Posat and it does find a fault in the price list, then Posat will not allow to go to the sale and expense screens.  How ever the 'Update'-'Update price list' buttons are available to correct a fault.





The file Results.Dat


The file Results.Dat will be created (or added to) every time you start and run POSAT. Every detail of all sales, services, returns, expenses including date and time will be recorded. 


This file is processed and renamed to Res+yy+mm.dd when ever a consolidate is done.


To your information only: A "Start-Date-Time" line is added every time Posat is started.


in the data line are:  SP marker, article code, qty. sold, wholesale-, sale-, discounted sales price*, total*.


In the total line are:  a marker, the word “Total”, and time of sale, cash-cheque-credit payments, tax*, total+tax*, customer pays*, change.


The 5 positions used by expense are marked with an *. Return and expense figures do show a minus sign.





Every day,  and end of month consolidate


When exiting Posat, you have the choice to Exit or do a Consolidate.


When you choose to consolidate, then Posat will ask if you want a end of month consolidate. It will then process the results file and than rename it to Res+yyyy+month.dd*.  The relevant data is written to the files Daybyday.Dat, Inventory.Dat and SPerson.Dat.





Posat will alert you when it is the last of the month in order to do a  end of month consolidate to finalize the month. You can do a end of month consolidate to any time frame you prefer.


On a end of month consolidate, the files Sperson.Dat, Daybyday.Dat will be finalized and renamed to Sp+yyyy+mmm.Dat and Day+yyyy+mmm.* . Also the file Inventory.Dat is updated and the totals, expense and services data written to the file Balance.Dat.





The file Daybyday.Dat


This file does contain all the day by day totals of the file Results.Dat,  processed when ever a consolidate is done. There will be three lines for each day.


When Posat was started more often than once on a day, then you will see 2 or more date lines with the same date. The results how ever are shown added up.


Every time a end of month consolidate is done, then the figures are added up and shown in the last 3 extra lines. The date line will show for what dates (from-to) the results are. This file will be then renamed to Dayyyyymmm.*.


To your information only:


in the date line is = a marker, date and time of the file Results.Dat processed and date the consolidate was done.


First data line: qty, wholesale total, sales total*, disc. sale total*), cash-cheque-credit takings.   (* = includes services


Second data line: Services (for statistic only), tax, total takings, expenses, totals minus expenses.





The file Inventory.Dat


This file will keep record of all stock and services sold as well as of all expenses paid. The on stock figure of Inventory.Dat is updated (when Posat is in inventory mode) at every consolidate.


When Posat is in statistic mode, then Update the inventory is blocked. 


When you choose the end of month consolidate, then the service and expense amounts are transferred to the file Balance.Dat.


At the end of your business year, you should make a copy of this file and name it Inventory.98 or similar. Next and only when you run Posat in statistic mode, remove or delete the file Inventory.Dat.





To your information only: 


Data line: marker and code, minmax number, sold since the last consolidate, on stock number, total of .. sold since the creation of this file, total of reordering cost (sold since the last consolidate) or total of expense / services.


When Posat is running in statistic mode, then the on stock figures are set to zero





The file Sperson.Dat


When ever you do a consolidate, the sales or service results for each sale person will be added to this file. When doing a end of month consolidate, this file is finalized and renamed to Sp+yyyy+month.dd.  It will also show the first and last day dates of results accumulated  plus the added up totals.





Add new staff at any time by using available lines in the SP setup. If you have a change of staff and all 5 Sp codes are taken up, then do the following:  Change the Sp code / name in Setup- Posat/SP setup. Next load the file Sperson.Dat in Notepad and change the relevant line to zero’s.


NOTE:  Returns are deducted from the file  Sperson.Dat in accordance of the SP code pressed. (Use the SP code of the sales person who sold this item).


Sales tax is NOT added to this sales person totals.





 To your information, the columns of date do mean: SP code and name, qty and total of services, qty and total of sales.





The files Balance.Dat and Balance.Tot


POSAT will do all the book keeping for you. This function is automatic activated when ever you do a end of month consolidate. Posat will get the cash, cheque, credit, tax and total results from the file Daybyday.Dat and put it in columns in the top five rows of the file Balance.Dat.  In the rows below will be the expense and service totals from the file Inventory.Dat. 





At the end of the tax year this file will containing all totals of takings, services and expenses in a column for each week/month or quarter. Rename this files at the end of the year to Balance.yy.





The file Balance.Tot will contain the exact same data plus an extra  column with the added up results.


Example:





BALANCE SHEET      Jul1998   = Date line


CASH TOTAL            0.00   = All cash takings for this month *


CHEQUE TOTAL          0.00   = All cheque takings for this month *


CREDIT TOTAL          0.00   = All credit takings for this month *


TOTAL                 0.00   = Takings total * 


TAX TOTAL             0.00   = Tax included in above lines


EXPENSES             -0.00   = Expenses total *


/SERVICES             0.00   = Service total.


                          *  = including tax (if tax is charged)





 NOTE: 


The service totals are included in the totals and shown without any tax charged.


The expenses are not deducted from the totals. 


The tax content paid for the expenses are deducted from the tax total.


      


The sums for services are included for statistical reason  and can be used to keep track of regular incoming payments (tenants, membership or student fees). 


in the 'Tax included' version, the 'tax total' sum will show the tax content of the total takings.





Adding tax


Posat is tax ready. if you put in the Basic setup a 0 in the tax field, then Posat will add no tax. If you type a 10 in this field, then Posat will add 10% to the sales price.





A special tax is included in the sales price version is available for countries where the tax is included in the sales price. (GST,VAT,Moms, Mehrwertsteuer). 


With this version, the tax figures will be set to zero in all files except the balance files. There, the tax figure will show the proportion of tax in the total figure.


To test this Shareware version in such countries, set in the Basic setup the tax figure to zero.





Stock taking 


A stock take is half the pain using Posat. Create a new  Stocktake folder and copy only the files Posat.Exe, Configure.Dat and Pricelist.Dat to it. 


Go to this folder and start Posat. Ring (sell) your whole stock through the cash register.


Scan (or type) the code number and type how many items there are. Press F and enter only now and then in order to write the results to the disk. 


Do shelf by shelf and section by section as the same types of stock will be added up automatic.





To avoid low stock messages popping up, set the low stock  warning figure temporary to zero. When your done with above, then set first the low stock warning figure back to the original level and then do a consolidate. 





Note that the Next button is dimmed and the Setup inventory button has focus. if the Setup inventory button is dimmed, then Posat did find a file Inventory.Dat. Remove or delete it before proceeding.


Posat will rename the file Results.Dat to Stocktake.yy* , and produce a file Inventory.yy*  and Inventory.yy*. 


Stocktake.yy* is a record of the stock take.


Inventory.Dat is your inventory. it will contain for each article the MinMax and on stock figure.


Inventory.yy* has for each article an on stock figure and the corresponding whole sale value. it also does show at the end a total line with all whole sale values added up. 





The later one has for each article an on stock figure and the corresponding whole sale value. Plus a line added with the whole sale values added up (registered version only). 











Printers and docket printers


Setup correctly, Posat can print from small dockets to wide page accounts in any language. Printing accounts on pre printed forms is also possible. 


The (preferable dot matrix) printer must have a parallel interface and be connected to the first parallel port. it should be able to print 40 Pica characters in one line.





Posat will check for the presence of a printer at start up and also before printing a docket on demand. If it can not find a printer, you will see a warning message and Posat will continue without printing dockets. 


If you start without a printer, it will be still possible to print a single docket on demand if you press the Docket button. 


On printers not capable to print 40 characters (in pica) on one line, the article line will be automatically split in 2 lines.





Set the width of the docket and the number of lines the finished docket should push out in the Basic setup.





In the docket setup give details of shop name and address aso and also type in the printer control codes (also called ESC codes). This printer codes do control if a line is printed double wide, pica, elite or compressed. You will need the printer manual by hand. 


Spaces typed before the shop name ect. will push this line to the right. Spaces typed  after the P-code in the article and paid with P-code field will push this lines to the right.


Spaces typed before a P-code are printed in the font of the previous line printed.


 


If the docket does have some characters missing or does print strange characters, then set the printers dip switches to enable IBM graphic mode i ( or II ). This will enable the extended ASCII character set if it is build in the printer.





Most dot matrix printers, and some ink jet and laser printers do understand and emulate the Epson printer codes. See the file Pcodes.doc for printer codes.





Note: Windows95 does an excellent job in printing whole pages. However it is impossible to print line by line as it is needed to print dockets. 


Posat is calling on the Utility programs Printest.Exe and Printdoc.Exe to do the is printer ready checking and the printing.








Cash drawers


Posat does allow the opening of the cash drawer via the printer or the serial ports 1, 2, 3, 4. It will open at the end of a sale.


Type in at the basic setup, to which port the cash drawer is connected.














Scanners


The hand held scanners that plug into the back of the keyboard, or connected to the cable from the keyboard, do work ill with Posat. it must be set to: send only digits (or characters) and no line feed.


Posat will work with any code. You can use the standard UPC-A and UPC-E code, or any other or your own bar code. If you use a scanner and your own code , then you will need a printer capable to print the bar codes labels.





Customer display


A customer display must be connected to the serial port 1, 2, 3 or 4.  Give in the basic setup the details, to which port the customer display is connected to, and how many characters the display can show.


If you have a 2 line display, then you’ll need to note this on the orderform.





Reports


Most Point of Sale programs have their files in binary language and need therefore a report facility to make them readable. POSAT files are all in plain text and can be viewed with any editor and Note- or Wordpad.


In the registered version, a Report button will replace the Info button. The Report button will give access to a file and print menu for viewing and printing any Posat files.





Problem solving  


Running Posat the very first time.


The installation of Posat does not dump *.dll files all over your hard disk, and does not write to the registry. 


If you run Posat for the VERY FIRST TIME, and you get a message ... file not found...,   then do the following:    Exit Posat and start it again.





The program does not run at all.


This is a 32 bit program and is written for Windows95 and will also run in NT.  A very similar program is available as Posat4.4. It will run in DOS and Windows3.1.





Some words are incomplete and the listings look messy.


Posat is designed to use the standard Windows95 fonts:


Arial, Arial bold, impact, Ms Line Draw and Time New Roman.


If you have deleted any of this fonts, then you need to reinstall them.





 After typing or scanning in a code, a message saying:   Code not found


You typed the code wrong, try again or: 


The code in the Price list is wrong and may contain code with small letters. Go in Update-Update price list and correct any wrong entry.


The code is not in the Price list. Press Alt-N when the cursor is in the Article code field. This will allow you to sell articles not in the price list. Add this article code to the price list as soon as possible.





 The printer will not work.


Have the printer switched on and paper installed before starting Posat.  Press the Docket button and press continue to print dockets.


Check that the cables are connected to the port designated in the basic setup. 


Check that the printer is the default printer.


Check that the 2 printer utilities Printest.Exe and Printdoc.Exe are in the Posat folder. 


Execute Printest.Exe and read the one line in the file Printest.Dat with Notepad. This line will show the printer status.





If a incorrect installation... message does pop up, then you need to reinstall Posat or the printing is disabled. The folder and any parent folder on its “Path” must have no more than 8 characters.





Example: Posat will not print when it is installed like this:


C:\Program Files\Pos\Posat.Exe (the folder \Program Files\ has 13 char.)





 The printer output does not look right.


If there are funny or missing characters, then setup your dot matrix printer to allow IBM Graphic Set I or II


If the printed line is to far left, then increase the number of spaces at the front of the line or use the next bigger font. in the Article, Paid with and Served by lines you may type spaces before or after the Printer code.


If the printed line is to far right or spills in the next line, then reduce the spaces at the front of this line or use a smaller font.


If you use pre printed forms and need extra empty lines, add #10~ (for each extra line you need) in the previous P-code release field.





 The cash drawer does not open.


Check the connections and if it is connected to the (in the basic setup) designated serial port.


If the cash drawer receives the open impulse from the printer, then the printer must be working in order to sent the impulse.





 The scanner does not work.


Check if the scanner is connected to the key board or via a wedge to the key board connector at the PC. Scanners that connect to a serial or parallel port are not working with Posat.





After scanning in a code, a message saying: "Faulty number or...."


The scanner is probably set to add a line feed after the code. Disable this and press the Enter key after you scan a shorter than the international code.





 The customer display does not work or shows only one line.


Check that the display is connected as designated in the basic setup, and the connections are good. The standard version, does send only one line to the customer display.





Debtors


The debtor function is available in Quikpos and Posmaster via the record button. Both programs are based on POSAT and using the same file formats.


Sales and returns to debtors, does include. a second dockets with a signature line.


Report on debtors:  Shows a list of debtor code, name, address and telephone number.


Report on each debtor:  Shows unpaid sales to the debtor and also payments made and balance due.


It will prints accounts for debtors on demand (showing dates and amounts due and dates of payments made).


The total amount owing from the debtors is shown in the balance file.





Creditors


Posmaster has all functions of Quikpos plus Creditors.  It will record all credits given to you (from your suppliers) and payments made to the same. The total of credits will be shown in the balance file.





Creating your own barcode


It is not a very difficult task to develop your own coding system.  


The secret of coding is to group, categorized the details of your stock like: type, shape, size, color and manufacturer aso.





Example of coding in a shoe shop.





1          M,L,B,G,T standing for Men, Ladies, Boy”s, Girls, Toddler.


 2         E,T,W,S,K = Elegant, Town, Walking, Sport, worK for men.


           H,M,L = High, MED, Low heels in addition for ladies.


  3        B,N,W,L,R,G = Black, browN, White, bLue, Red, Green,        


   4       identify (or check) number for similar stock.


    56     Manufacturer code ( you may need 2 characters ).





LMW514  =  a medium high heeled Ladies shoe in white from manufact.14. 


MTN328  =  a Medium elegant town shoe in brown from manufacturer 8.





Also services can be given a code: 


LHCLH  could mean: Ladies haircut long hair.


SMSBOB                : Senior mechanic, standard time, Bob


AMOMATH            : Apprentice mechanic, overtime, Matthew





























Ordering the Registered Version 


A copy of the registered version of Posat will be sent to you as soon  your order and your payment is received. An account and a document regarding staff proofing Posat will be included. 


The registered version has all Shareware restriction removed and before mentioned registered version functions included.





Registering entitles you to use Posat on one PC/cash register plus on one Office PC.  Plus on another PC/Laptop for stock taking at the address nominated. 





You also will receive technical support and notice of upgrades.





 Note: Posat will be registered to your SHOP NAME and SHOP ADDRESS.





Contact the author


Unregistered users: Give as a ring if you are worried if we are still  at the address given below (before you sent your money). Technical assistance will be given to registered users only.


 Registered users: Technical assistance is available via Netmail, Email. Also by Phone at the following numbers and Sydney times:


Phone/Fax Mo-Fr: Sydney 9522 6751;  Australia 02 9522 6751;  Oversees intl.+61+2+9522 6751 in the times from 17 to 20.30 o”clock.  Sat. try 10 to 18 o”clock.


Mobile phone: Australia 0419 606 801; Oversees intl.+61+419 606 801 in the times from 9 to 16 o”clock (not Saturday).


Add the following hours if you ring from Perth, Hong Kong, Singapore 2 hours;  Jakarta, Bangkok 3 hours;  Athens, Johannesburg 8 hours;  middle Europe 9 hours, London 10 Hours;


Deduct the following hours if you ring from New York 9 hours; LA 6 hours; Honolulu 4 hours and  2 hours.


Day light saving is here from end Nov. to end of March and you add or deduct one more hour. If you have Day light saving, then you add or deduct one less hour.





Email :  gprdata@zip.com.au      or      gprdata@zipworld.com.au





We apologize that we can not enter in any correspondence or return long distance phone calls to registered and unregistered users.  We also can not take orders, or changes to orders or configurations over the phone, or send orders before payment is received.


Deliveries are done as:  first in, first served. Orders will normally posted within 3 working days after payment was received. Customized versions take usually 7 to 10 days.





Postal address:     GPR Data;


                            2 Lola Place;


                            Miranda NSW 2228;


                            Australia


