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LtrShaper v.1 Documentation

By Tim Clem


LtrShaper is an ActiveX Control for Visual Basic versions 5 and 6.  It allows the user to easily shape any control or form with an hWnd property to look like any string of letters in any font.  Below is a list of all the properties and methods as well as an example of how to implement LtrShaper in a project and notes.

· Properties

· Banding
Banding is the width, in pixels, of the “bands” in the optional gradient.  The default value is eight.

· Font
Font is a StdFont object that describes the font in which the programmer desires TextChar to be drawn.  By default, it is the font of the parent form.

· GradClr1 & GradClr2
These are the colors of the optional gradient.  GradClr1 is the top color, GradClr2 the bottom.

· hWnd
hWnd is the Microsoft Windows © handle of the object to shape.  It defaults to the parent hWnd.  However, if hWndType is set to ManualhWnd, the programmer can specify the hWnd.  This allows buttons, textboxes, etc. to be shaped.

· hWndType

hWndType specifies whether or not to automatically set the hWnd property.  A value of 1 (ParenthWnd) automatically sets hWnd to the parent’s hWnd.  A value of 2 (ManualhWnd) lets the user set the hWnd.

· PaintGrad
PaintGrad is a Boolean value that specifies whether to automatically draw the gradient on the parent form.  True draws the gradient; False does not.

· TextChar
TextChar is the string that the form will be made to look like.  All characters are allowed, though there is a maximum length of 255.

· Methods
· DrawGrad
This draws the gradient on the form without shaping the form. 

· DrawShape
This shapes the form to look like TextChar in Font.  If PaintGrad is set to True, is paints the gradient.  If hWndType is set to ManualhWnd (2), hWnd must be set to the wanted value.

· TitleDrag
This method drags the form if the titlebar is not visible.  Suggested usage:

Private Sub Form_MouseDown(Button as Integer, Shift as Integer…)
If Button = 1 Then LtrShape1.TitleDrag

End Sub
· Integration
· Included in the .zip file is an example project.  All the steps in integrated the control are well documented.
· Notes

· If the gradient is to be painted, the AutoRedraw property of the form must be set to true.
· Depending on the computer, the strikeout, underline, bold and italic properties of Font may or may not display in the final result.
· After unzipping the OCX, be sure to register it.  Do this by entering the following on the “Open:” line of the Run dialog:
regsvr32.exe “[Path to OCX file]LtrShape.ocx”

Or, unzip and double click on the file OCX.reg.  Then, right click on LtrShape.ocx in Windows Explorer and click “Register.”  If you decide upon this option, you can register/unregister all OCX files via the Windows context menu.

· Contacting the Author
· If you have any troubles, questions or comments, e-mail me at timcl85@yahoo.com.
· My un-kept home page is at http://members.xoom.com/timcl.
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