VISUAL BASIC FOR APPLICATIONS

LESSON THIRTY: ‘The best teacher!’ 
To really learn how to  REALLY USE  the power of VBA, you must use a hands on approach, a problem solving approach. OFFICE makes this very easy by providing two tools that make it easy to access the best teacher, YOURSELF.
PART ONE: The Macro Recorder~
One of the easiest ways to solve a problem is to use the macro recorder, especially if you are using Excel. 

For Example:
You have some imported data to ‘massage’ to create a report. Easy to do manually if you only have to delete a few columns, add some blank rows etc. for one file, but a real pain if it has to be done to a hundred files. The answer …. record a macro of your actions working on the first file, then edit the macro in the ‘VB Editor’ to add more complex sorting and filtering actions. The newly created macro can be then accessed in several ways, but there are several decisions to be made along the way.

The first is where to assign the macro.
· This Workbook

· All Workbooks

· PERSONAL.XLS

The choice will depend on how often the macro is going to be used. 

· If it is going to be use infrequently, you would assign it to a ‘All Workbooks’, but save it into a single Workbook, and access it by a shortcut key combination such as ‘Ctrl+Shift+A’.

· If it is going to be used frequently, you would assign it to the ‘PERSONAL.XLS’, making it available to all Workbooks and Sheets, then create a menu item as well as a shortkey combination. This process is looked at in VB Lesson32.doc.

PART ONE: Using Help ~
The help files accessable in the ‘VB Editor’ are excellent, starting with the natural language help assistant, through to the cross indexing of topics, and in the help sheets themselves, ‘See Also’, ‘Example’, ‘Methods’, ‘Properties’ and ‘Applies To’ sub menus. 

A little used feature is to place the cursor over text being edited in the ‘VB Editor’, for example ‘ActiveWindow’, then press ‘F1’. The help sheet opens the ‘ActiveWindows  Property’ help sheet. 

As you are working in the ‘VB Editor’, take time to access the available help, as it really is the best ‘help’ you will ever get. 

That is how I learnt (and am still learning) how to use VBA!
EXERCISE: Have a look at the help features mentioned above.
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