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TransFast: An Introduction


The Importance of File Transfers


There is an ever-increasing awareness of the value of employing file-transfers in a wide range of uses.


For example, the Internet has become a dominant tool in the distribution of files and software. Practically every professional software company now offers download services both of its software and of an evaluation copy. 


Many organizations, such as banks, transfer data files from their data processing centers to branch offices. Other companies offer a wide range of services by means of transferring files and information to the customer.


Research has revealed that more than 80% of the file transfers executed world-wide are based upon centrally located files which are updated from time to time. After update, these files must be distributed to many different locations. This update methodology is used regardless of the type of data files or software which is periodically updated.


Why TransFast�xe "TransFast"�? 


Generally, when a file is updated, most of the original information will continue to exist in the new file. Nevertheless, when transferring files between a central site and a client, the entire newly updated file is transferred. This results in the needless transfer of huge quantities of information, and creates noticeable overloads in existing communications channels. 


The transfer of superfluous information by a large number of users needlessly overloads the network, slows down the flow of information through the network, and may occasionally cause the system to fail. Anyone downloading software from the Internet knows that it is often a lengthy process to complete the download.


In recognition of this problem, B.I.S. Advanced Software Systems Ltd. has developed TransFast�xe "TransFast"�, a revolutionary product capable of effecting an immediate change in the amount of information transferred over various communications networks, and drastically influencing transfer speeds.


Examples of Applications


Software developers and distributors use the TransFast Delta Builder�xe "Delta Builder"� to easily build small Delta files which match the various versions of their software, maintaining these Delta files at the companies’ Internet site. 


An Internet user possessing a previous version of the software, receives the new version simply by downloading only the appropriate Delta version, and by locally constructing the desired, updated version of the software by means of the TransFast�xe "TransFast"� Restore�xe "Restore"� function.


The savings in resources are realized by both sides by drastic reduction of overall transfer speeds on the Internet highway and by bringing about a significant reduction in communication load on the network.


A banking organization maintains large files which are updated daily (or weekly or monthly). The files are maintained at a central site, from which the branches must download after each update. TransFast�xe "TransFast"� will enable extremely fast access for each branch, as only the Delta files are transferred over the net.


Software companies distributing large quantities of software (such as Mainframe software) distributes and updates their software by exclusive means of small Delta files. This enables clients to download software from the distributor's FTP server quickly and efficiently.


Any facility possessing a number of versions of large files, can economize substantially and retain only the basic file and the relevant Delta file for each version. This results in enormous savings of valuable disk space.
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