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1.	Features





If you've always gotten a kick out of the way MacOS and OS/2 are able to make their windows spring open with animation effects, then PopOpen is for you. PopOpen is a small utility that brings window animation to Windows and Windows NT desktops.





Here are some of the features of PopOpen 2.0:





Animates the opening of windows on the desktop similar to the Mac and OS/2.





Customizable settings integrated into the "Display Properties" dialog.





Easy to install





Can be uninstalled using "Add/Remove Programs" from the Control Panel





Uses very little memory. Two files with a total size of 13 kilobytes are all that need to be loaded!











2.	Distribution, etc.





PopOpen is freeware. You may use it absolutely free for as long as you like. The author does, however, retain all rights to the software.





You may make any number of exact copies of the original software and accompanying documentation and freely distribute these copies on disk or via electronic means. The copies must include the following files, unmodified and in their entirety:





File	Size in bytes		Description	





POPOPEN.EXE	6,656		PopOpen executable loader





POPOPN32.DLL	6,144		PopOpen dynamic link library	





POPOPNCP.DLL 	43,008		Shell extension library for


			configuring PopOpen





POPOPEN.HLP	7,156		Help file providing context


			help for the configuration 


			dialog





POPOPEN.INF	2,743		Setup information file


			for installation





POPOPEN.DOC	24,064		The documentation file you 


			are now reading





This software has been carefully programmed and thoroughly tested on various platforms to ensure compatibility with existing hardware and software. However, the following applies:





This software product and the accompanying documentation files are provided "as is". The user shall assume the entire risk of using the software. The author shall not be liable for any damages, incidental or consequential, including, but not limited to, loss of profits, loss of information or business interruption resulting from the use of, misuse of or inability to use the software, even if the author has been advised of the possibility of such damages.





In other words: You don't have to pay me to use this software, so I don't have to pay you if it breaks.








3.	What's New





Here is a list of features and fixes which are new in version 2.0





New: Support for Windows NT 4.0





New: PopOpen no longer animates dialog boxes, message boxes or menus (no more animation overkill). Now, only windows in the Explorer and the main windows of applications are animated.





New: Supports animation for closing windows.





New: User configurable settings.





New: Animation speed can be varied.





New: Support for multiple users. PopOpen settings are saved on a per user basis.





Fix: PopOpen can now be dynamically unloaded from memory.





Fix: The program now automatically unloads from memory when a user logs off.





Fix: PopOpen now cannot be loaded into memory more than once.





In order to implement the new features in this version, PopOpen has been completely rewritten. This version has also been optimized to achieve the lowest possible memory usage while maintaining the fastest possible execution speed (no megabyte-sized runtime DLLs or C++ class libraries required here, folks).








4.	Installation and Configuration





System Requirements:





Minimum: 	a 386 PC running Windows 95 (or higher) 


Recommended:	a 486 PC (or better) running Windows 95 (or higher) or 


		Windows NT 4.0 (or higher)





PopOpen does not support versions of Windows NT prior to 4.0.





Installation:





Important: PopOpen must be installed using the procedure described below or it will not run. Simply copying the files to your hard disk and running POPOPEN.EXE will not work. 


If you have a previous version of PopOpen installed, be sure to delete it before installing this version.





Windows NT Users: To install PopOpen under Windows NT, you must be logged on as a user with administrative privileges. If you do not have administrative privileges on the computer where you are working, ask your system administrator to install PopOpen for you. Once installed, PopOpen is available to all users and each user can configure his or her own personal settings (system policies permitting). 





To install PopOpen, follow these steps:





1.	Copy (or extract) all PopOpen source files to a temporary folder on your hard drive.





2.	In the Explorer, open the temporary folder.





3.	Click on the file POPOPEN.INF with the right mouse button to display its context menu.





4.	Choose Install from the context menu.





5.	PopOpen is now installed.





To configure and start PopOpen:





1.	Open the Control Panel and double click the Display icon.


	- or -


	Click on the desktop with the right mouse button and select Properties from the context menu.





2.	You will now see an additional Animation tab in the Display Properties dialog.





3.	Click the Animation tab.





4.	Select the PopOpen options you wish and then click OK or Apply to apply the settings. The changes take effect immediately - you do not need to restart the system. 





	To get help for any of the items in the dialog, click the "?" button in the upper right corner of the Properties dialog and then click on the item you want. You can also right click directly on the item to bring up the "What's This?" menu.








5.	Uninstalling





To completely remove PopOpen from your computer, follow these steps:





1.	Ensure that you have deactivated PopOpen.





2	Ensure that the Display Properties dialog is closed.





3.	Open the Control Panel and double click the Add/Remove Programs icon.





4.	On the Install/Uninstall page, select PopOpen 2.0 from the list.





5.	Click the Add/Remove... button.





6.	PopOpen has now been removed from the system.








6.	Known Limitations





This version of PopOpen has the following limitations of which the author is aware.





PopOpen will not animate the opening of windows in a maximized state. This is due to limitations set by Windows' internal messaging scheme. Windows closed from a maximized state are, however, animated if that option is enabled. A solution is being worked on.





PopOpen will not animate windows of applications developed with Microsoft Visual Basic or Borland Delphi. This is because the main forms of programs written in these languages are not really the main windows of the application, but actually windows owned by an invisible runtime window which the user never sees. This runtime window is really the program's main window and PopOpen (correctly) does not animate it when it opens because it's...well, invisible. I'm trying to find a way around this problem, too.





DOS boxes under Windows NT are not animated when opened or closed.








7. Contacting the Author





Feedback is always welcome. If you have any comments, suggestions for future releases or if you'd like to report a bug you've found, you can contact me at either of the e-mail addresses below:





dd@dinx.franken.de


dibacco@wiinf.uni-wuerzburg.de





or by postal mail:





Daniel Di Bacco


Dinxware


Huttenstr. 12


D-97072 Würzburg


Germany





Enjoy PopOpen! 





