


				TBillBoard ( beta release )





This is the first beta release of TBillBoard component and albeit I've made a lot of tests, it may not be free of bugs. I've really tried, but...


It was developed whit Delphi 3, but I thing it will work whit Delphi 2 to.





Folowing I'll decribe only those properties and events that makes the control go on.








Properties





Animation





Turns On/Off the 'scrolling text'.





When on, the text will move from right to left, in an infinite loop.


When off, and the text's length exceed the control's width, it will draw in the next 'line' till the end of the text.





Default : false





AnimationRate





Speed of the 'scrolling'.


Applies only when the property Animation is on.





Default : 500





BackColor 





The component's background color.


Using 'clWindow' the component becomes transparent.





Default : clBlack





Charset 





Indicates the current state of the charset table.


There are two posibles states: default and custom.


Whenever you create a TBillBoar component, it in turn creates a default charset table.


To modify the charset table, you must edit it by calling the component's charset editor that can be called by pressing the '...' button that appears when you select the property or, by right clicking on the component and choosing the 'Edit charset...' option from the popup menu.


At the end of the edition, if you have made any changes in the charset table, the property will indicte 'custom', what means that the control will use a modified charset table to do his work.


OBS: At any time you are able to restore the default charset. To do so, simply edit the charset table and click 'Defaults' and 'Done' buttons.





Default: default charset





DotOffColor





Off dot's background color.





Default : clBlack





DotOnColor





On dot's background color.





Default : clLime





DotSize





Dot size, in pixels and without border's size ( On or Off )





Default : 4





DotStyle





Dot's shape.


It can be rectangular ( dsDot ) or elliptical ( dsBulb ).





Default : dsDot





PenOffColor





Off dot border's color.





Default : clTeal





PenOnColor





On dot border's color.





Default : clRed





Text





Text to draw.





Default : MANSOFT











Events





OnNeedText





A TNotifyEvent, used to dinamically swap drawing text.


Applies only if Animation is true, dispatched whenever the drwaing loop is about to restart. Example:





Supose you have a function GetNewText that, when called, reads a new line from a text file.


So...





procedure Tform1.BillBoard1NeedText(Sender: TObject);


begin


	BillBoard1.Text = GetNewText;


end;





... will show all lines in the text file, one by one.











Disk contents








The "zip" file has the following:








	TBillBoar\BBAbout.pas		- component files


	TBillBoar\BBCommon.pas


	TBillBoar\BBConst.pas


	TBillBoar\BBEditor.pas


	TBillBoar\BBoard.pas





	TBillBoar\Default.txt			- default "charset" table





	TBillBoar\Leia_me.doc		- "Read_me" files in Portuguese


	TBillBoar\Leia_me.rtf





	TBillBoar\Read_me.doc		- This file


	TBillBoar\Read_me.rtf		- "Read_me" in rtf format





	TBillBoar\Demo\...			- directory whit a simple demo





	TBillBoar\Generator\...		- directory whit a simple "charset" 						  generator











Installation





Copy the files BBAbout.dcu, BBCommon.dcu, BBConst.dcu, BBEditor.dcu and BBoard.dcu to a directory of your choice.


Only the file BBoard.dcu should be informed to Delphi.


Install the BBoard.dcu file like any other component.











Changes to source code





Please, let me now about any changes on source files, in such a manner, I


will be able to upgrade my own source and redistribute then on the NET.





All the credits (in your name) for any changes made, wil be inserted in the sources that will be redistributed.











Warning





This control was released 'as is', no guarantee of any kind can be assumed.








How to contact





Mansoft Informática Ltda


eduardomanso@netsite.com.br





Regards,





	Eduardo Manso





Any criticism, comments or sugestions are wellcome.














