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Printer selection/configuration object



With this component the Delphi developer is capable to manage the printer settings from within the application. This version handles the basic settings of:

Printer selection (as defined in Windows)

Paper format (as supported by the printer)

Paper source

Orientation

Number of copies

Print quality

Duplex mode

All string parameters are can be selected using a nearest text search algorithm. By using this procedure, the printer setting is proof against changes in port / network settings. Also, by setting the paper size to ‘A4’, always the correct setting will be found (i.e. ‘A4 210 x 297 mm’ or ‘A4 210x297’).

This component can be used with both Delphi 1, 2 and 3.



Installation

Copy the files PRINTSEL.DCU and PRINTSEL.DCR to a library directory of your choice.

Choose from within the Delphi menu bar Options, Install components, Add and select the PRINTSEL.DCU file. Click OK and OK.

The component is now installed in the Additional panel.



Use of the Printer component

Place the component on the form where a printer setting is required. The Printer component descends from the TComboBox component and inherits all of its methods and properties. Some properties however are not published. The desired properties can be directly selected or can be read at run time from the WIN.INI file, by assigning a value to the section name and calling the ReadProfile method. Multiple profiles can be stored, to switch between several printer settings. The component shows up as a combo box; if this functionality is unwanted, the component can be made invisible.

The properties of the printer component can be set at design time or programatically. The following is an example:



TPrinterSelection1.PrinterSettings.BinSource:=‘Man’;

TPrinterSelection1.PrinterSettings.PaperSize:=‘User’;  { the printer should support user defined formats !}

TPrinterSelection1.PrinterSettings.PaperWidth:=210;

TPrinterSelection1.PrinterSettings.PaperLength:=148;

TPrinterSelection1.PrinterSettings.Orientation:=Landscape;

TPrinterSelection1.PrinterSettings.PrintQuality:=High;





Properties

Additional properties that are extra with respect of the TComboBox available at design time are:

PrinterName	The name of the selected printer. Available printers are listed in the attached�	combo box.

PrinterSettings	Property holding the main settings of the printer as a set of sub properties:

PaperSize	The selected paper size. Available paper sizes are listed in the attached�	combo box.

PaperWidth	The width of the paper in mm. Only valid if “User defined” paper size is selected.

PaperLength	The length of the paper in mm. Only valid if “User defined” paper size is selected.

BinSource	The name of the paper source. Available sources are listed in the attached �	combo box.

Orientation	The orientation of the form: [Portrait, Landscape].

Duplex	The printing direction [Simplex, LongEdge, ShortEdge]

Copies	The number of copies to be printed.

PrintQuality	The resolution of the printer [Draft, Low, Medium, High or the number�	of dots per inch].

UseWinDefaults	A set of booleans that determine which setting should be taken from the�	Windows settings instead of the application settings:

DefaultPrinter	If true, the selected printer is overridden by the Windows default printer.

DefaultBin	If true, the input source is derived by the Windows settings.

DefaultPaperSize	If true, the papersize is derived by the Windows settings.

DefaultDuplex	If true, duplex printing is derived by the Windows settings.

DefaultPrintQuality	If true, the print quality is derived by the Windows settings.

ComboPaperSize	A combobox that will receive the list with paper sizes.

ComboPaperSource	A combobox that will receive the list with paper sources.

Profile	The name of the profile section to/from which the configuration can be�	stored/loaded.



Properties only available at run time and read only:

Printers	TStringList A list with available printers.

PaperSizes	TStringList A list with available paper sizes.

BinSources	TStringList A list with available paper sources.

Printers	TStringList A list with available printers.

Driver	String The name of the associated driver.

Device	String The name of printer device.

Port	String The name of the port the printer is attached to.

JobCount	Integer The number of print jobs in the Windows print spooler.



Methods

StoreProfile	Stores the current printer configuration into the WIN.INI file in the section�	“Section“.

ReadProfile	Reads the current printer configuration from the WIN.INI file in the section�	“Section“.

SaveToDefaults	Store the current settings into the windows printer settings.

SavePrinterAsDefault	Select the currently selected printer as the Windows default printer.

UserPaperFormat	Function returning true if a user defined paper format is selected. In that case �	PaperWidth and PaperLength can be user defined.

CheckSpoolCount(MaxJobs: integer);�	Suspends the application until no more than MaxJobs are in the Windows�	print spooler.



Events

OnBinChange	The paper source has been changed (always called at form initialization).

OnOrientationChange	The orientation has been changed.

OnPaperChange	The paper size has been changed (always called at form initialization).

OnPrinterChange	The selected printer has been changed (always called at form initialization).

OnJobCountChange	The number of jobs in the Windows printer spooler has been changed.



Registration

Registered users receive a copy of the source and updated versions when available. Registration can be done at SWREG: id=13816(fee is $20 + $2 shipping) or at www.swregnet.com.

Other products:

Scaler: performs automatic scaling, making applications screen resolution independent. Also resizing at run-time is supported. (SCALER.ZIP)

Lookup ComboBox. The missing combo in the standard Delphi panel. Lookup rows from a TTable or TQuery (LOOKUPDB.ZIP.

Master-Detail Combobox. Supports real master-detail related lookup tables. Also supports TQuery as Lookupsource (MDCOMBO.ZIP).
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