AS400 Interface





Introduction





We spent many minutes ‘surfing’ compuserve in our quest to find a suitable ‘off-the-shelf’ product to allow us to write applications that would talk transparently to our AS400.  We evaluated three products, two of which directly accessed the AS400 via the PC support DLL’s and one that used an ODBC complient method.





We found the ODBC one to be too slow for our requirements and the two DLL interfaces were not rounded enough.





The solution was to write our own in-house interface in Delphi which uses the PC support DLL’s.  We are now jolly happy indeed to offer these components to you completely free (although, and don’t feel obliged in any way, you can forward any donations such as a beer, cigarettes, TVR’s, Televisions, Video’s etc etc. to the address shown below.).





Disclaimer





If it dosn’t work, trashes your system, abends your server, causes a revolution, etc, etc - tough!





This product has not been tested on animals (it was written by one) and is Dolphin friendly.





System Requirements





The system requires PC support and all associated DLL’s are present on your system (usually the windows system directory), and a copy of Borland’s Delphi (we may do this as 4 VBX’s later).





Donantions/Correspondence





All correspondence on this product should be sent via our Compuserve address.





All donations should be marked for the attention of the Systems Department and sent to the following address:





Gerald Limted


Europe House


World Trade Centre


London


E1 9AA





�
Installation





Create a new directory that the components will be installed in (I recommend a directory off your DELPHI directory) and unzip the AS400.ZIP file into this directory.





Start up delphi and do the following:





	1.	Go to the options menu and select the Install Components option.





	2.	From the pop-up window select the ADD function.





	3.	Another window will appear, this time select the BROWSE function.





	4.	A file window will appear, select the file type to be DCU and change to


		the directory you created above.





	5.	Select the first of the four components and repeat steps 2-4 until you


		have added all four components.





Once completed you will be returned to Delphi and you should now see another component option called AS400 Controls.





It’s Show Time





There are four components supplied:





	AS400DirectAccess		This allows you to either retrieve data from the AS400 or 


					send data to the AS400.





	AS400RemoteCommand	This allows you to send any valid AS400 command.





	AS400DataAwareGrid		This is a grid representation of any valid AS400 file


					using the AS400 defined format.





	AS400FileTransfer		This allows you to transfer any valid AS400 file to and valid


					PC/Network drive and directory.





�
AS400DirectAccess - Properties





Command





	This is either a SELECT (get data from the AS400) or REPLACE (prepare AS
