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Introduction to UUConv


UUConv is a freeware utility to translate email and news between UUCP and SMTP formats. It was written to allow wcGate 4.01 (and previously WildUUCP 1.x) to send and receive email via a Demon Internet dial up PPP account. This software does not replace NET or wcGate (or any other gateways), both of which are still required.





UUConv was written with flexibility in mind and so may be used with other access packages and Wildcat! UUCP gateways providing they adhere to file formats assumed by UUConv (these are discussed in the Technical Details section at the end of the file).





There are only two arguments which UUConv will accept; UUCP and SMTP which translates messages from UUCP to SMTP and SMTP to UUCP format respectively. Configuration information is maintained in uuconv.ini, which must be located in the same directory as the executable file.





Registration


Although UUConv is freeware, I would appreciate a quick email reponse from all who use this software, containing an estimate of how many email messages are being processed on each run. This is so I can get a feel for how much use this software is getting. Thanks. 


�
Installation and Configuration


Installation


Create a directory for UUConv in a convenient location and copy the executable and configuration file into it (the ini file must be located in the same directory as the executable). Edit the ini file to reflect your system configuration, a guide to the options follows this section, and edit your event and/or batch files to include a call to UUConv before and after connecting to your SMTP/NNTP provider. The batch files and ini settings in use at Halcrow Fox are included elsewhere in this document as an example configuration.





Notes


You can not disable mail and/or news processing by UUConv. The way to do this is to run UUConv after another piece of software has processed the files, or after you have deleted them. E.g. to prevent UUConv processing batched news you could run unbatch before running UUConv, rather than after as I do. UUConv does not crash if there are no mail or news files to process.


UUConv expects TZ environment variable to be set correctly (see NET documentation).


Configuration


The ini file used by UUConv must be a plain ASCII file with entries separated by white-space and/or ‘=‘. Lines which begin with ‘;’ or are blank are ignored by UUConv. The keywords InternetDomain, SMTPSpoolDir, UUCPName and UUCPSpoolDir must be present If you intend to process outgoing news then you must specify NewsAddress and if you’re UUCP software produces compressed batched news, as wcGate does, then you will need to specify Uncompress also.


Debug


These options were installed to allow me to test UUConv way back in version 1, and have proved to be useful in other circumstances. You may find that some of these options will be of use to you:





AssumeLocalAddress will translate all mail addresses of the form localname%InternetDomain@otherdomain to the form localname@InternetDomain. Note this will stop you from receiving mail on behalf of another domain.


BackupSMTPMail will copy incoming messages found in the SMTPSpoolDir\mail directory to SMTPSpoolDir\backup, appending them to any previous backups. I still use this to reply and send mail using PC Elm when using the address matt@halfox.com.


KeepSMTPBatchNews prevents UUConv from deleting the news file batch.txt after processing.


NoKill prevents the deletion of files after processing.


Note that you will have to delete batch.txt and other files manually, if using NoKill or KeepSMTPBatchNews, or UUConv will reprocess them every time it is run.





The options must follow the keyword Debug and only one Debug line must be present in uuconv.ini. Options may be specified by full name or first letter with white-space separating them, i.e.�Debug AssumeLocalAddress NoKill is the same as Debug A N.


ExcludeSMTP


Local names entered here will not be processed by UUConv. If the debug backup option is selected then the message will be appended to the backup directory, if not it will be deleted. I use this option to specify a private email address which does not exist on the BBS, i.e. ExcludeSMTP matt allows the address matt@halfox.com to be separated from the BBS system.


InternetDomain


This specifies your internet domain name, i.e. InternetDomain halfox.com is used at Halcrow Fox.


LogFile


If LogFile is specified then a log of all transactions and errors will be maintained. E.g. �LogFile c:\uuconv\uuconv.log produces a log file of the form shown below.


14/07/95 09:37:24 Converting UUCP mail: to apknight@kilaw.admu.edu.ph from matthew.emes.�14/07/95 09:47:17 SMTP Batched news transfered to UUCP Batched news.�14/07/95 09:47:17 Excluding message: to matt@halfox.com from Nick_Gibbons@ltplanning.ccmail.compuserve.com.�14/07/95 09:47:17 Excluding message: to matt@halfox.com from mikeglew@mgcomptr.demon.co.uk.�14/07/95 09:47:18 Converting SMTP mail: to alison.whitmarsh@halfox.com from dbriars@world.std.com.


NameSubst


This option allows you to specify characters that if found in  a local name will be substituted for one another. The letters following NameSubst must be in pairs or it will be ignored, i.e. NameSubst _. , NameSubst _.gh are valid but NameSubst _.g is not. In the first example the address matthew_emes@halfox.com will be transformed to matthew.emes@halfox.com. The second example will transform abcd_efgh@halfox.com to abcd.efhh@halfox.com. This option exists because Halcrow Fox’s first UUCP gateway, WildUUCP!, used addressing of the form first_last@domain, whereas wcGate uses the form first.last@domain. This option allows Halcrow Fox to  by NameSubst _..


NewsAddress


NewsAddress must contain the fully qualified name of your mail-to-news gateway. For Demon customers this is NewsAddress mail2news@news.demon.co.uk.


NotifyTo and NotifyWhen


Use this pair of options to notify someone when a message addressed to a specified address is processed by UUConv. For example, at Halcrow Fox we have the address user@halfox.com on our letterhead paper as a general email address. In wcGate I have specified user as an automatic response so the sender will receive by return a copy of our full email address list. However this arrangement does not notify anyone that a message has been received, but by specifying NotifyTo sysop and NotifyWhen User a message from UUConv is sent to sysop when mail addressed to user is processed.


SMTPSpoolDir


SMTPSpoolDir is the location of the NET/Demon spool directory, e.g. �SMTPSpoolDir c:\demon\spool.


Uncompress


If your UUCP produces compressed batched news, like wcGate, then you must specify the path and arguments of an un-compress program; which is not supplied with UUConv. I recommend either comp430d or gzip, although my preference is for comp430d as it uses less memory. For example I use Uncompress c:\bin\comp430d.exe -d.


UUCPName


The UUCPName must match that specified in your UUCP program for your provider, e.g. �UUCPName Demon.


UUCPSpoolDir


UUCPSpoolDir is the location of the Waffle type UUCP spool directory used by your UUCP software. At Halcrow Fox this is UUCPSpoolDir w:\wildcat\gateway.
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Conditions of use


The following are the conditions you must accept before use of this software. If any of these conditions seem unsuitable then do not install or use this software.





Availability


The latest copy of UUConv is always available from Foxie BBS, +44 171 602 0297, and from Pandora’s Box BBS, +44 1707 664778.





A copy will be available from SimTel sites in the /msdos/wildcat directory from mid-July 1995.





The source to UUConv will not be distributed as a way of maintaining version integrity. I can assure you that I have not included any viruses, Trojans or other nasties in the distribution - all files are passed through Dr Solomon’s Anti-Virus Toolkit before release.


Copyright


UUConv is not shareware and it is not in the public domain. UUConv is copyright 1994,1995 by Matthew Emes, and may be redistributed freely subject to the conditions listed here:-


the software is distributed in its original form with all files included.


No charge is made for supplying this software (excluding media charges at your discretion).


Disclaimer


This software is licensed free of charge and as such there is no warranty for the program. The software is supplied “as is” without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the program is with you. Should the software prove defective, you must assume the cost of all necessary servicing, repair and correction.





In no event will the copyright holder be liable to you for damages, including any general, special, incidental or consequential damages arising out of the use or inability to use the program (including but not limited to loss of data or data being rendered inaccurate or losses sustained by you or third parties or a failure of the program to operate with any other programs), even if such holder or other party has been advised of the possibility of such damages.


Support


This software was written for the specific purpose of interfacing Halcrow Fox’s Wildcat! BBS to Halcrow Fox’s dial-up PPP internet account. As such it works correctly and code maintenance is minimal. However, I will maintain the code at a time scale convenient to me. Basically, the software works at Halcrow Fox so any problems you may encounter are not a priority to me, or the company that employs me, but I will attempt to answer queries and fix problems subject to other priorities. This support will be limited to email at matthew.emes@halfox.com and through Foxie BBS. 


�
Example Configuration


This section shows how UUConv is integrated into Foxie BBS. For background, Foxie BBS is Wildcat! version 4.01 with 10 lines, installed on a Novell NetWare 3.11 LAN. The internet PC runs DESQview 2.31, with one window running Node 1 and another running our office message server. Node 1 executes UUCP.BAT as an event three times a day, which connects the PC to Demon Internet.


Directory Structure


Directory			Contents			Description





C:\Demon			Net.exe			Internet access software�	Spool						(see SMTPSpoolDir option)�				Rewrite			NET renaming file�		Articles		Batch.txt		Incoming batched news file�		Backup		*.txt			Backup mail files (see Debug option)�		Mail		*.txt			Incoming mail files�		Mqueue	X.txt, X.wrk		Outgoing mail files��C:\UUConv			UUConv.exe		UUConv executable�				UUConv.ini		UUConv configuration file�				UUConv.log		UUConv log file (see LogFile option)��W:\Wildcat			wcGate.exe		wcGate executable�	Gateway					(see UUCPSpoolDir option)�		Demon					(see UUCPName option)�				*.x, *.d;			Incoming mail and news files�				*.xqt, *.dat, *.cmd	Outgoing mail and news files





Batch Files


UUCP.BAT


@echo off�w:�cd \wildcat�wcgate e u h:demon			Run wcGate to export messages from Wildcat!�c:\uuconv\uuconv uucp			Run UUConv to transfer UUCP to SMTP files�cd \demon�net -d c:/demon autoexec.net		Run NET to transfer files to internet�\dv\spwn \dv\tm-pif.dvp			This line runs spwnmail.bat in a separate DESQview 						window. Spwnmail.bat can be appended here�w:�exit


SPWNMAIL.BAT


@echo off�c:�\uuconv\uuconv smtp			Run UUConv to transfer SMTP to UUCP files�cd \demon\snews			These two lines allow me to read mail using Snews�unbatch -v -j 					on the internet PC. You may not want these.� w:�cd \wildcat�wcgate I u h:demon			Run wcGate to import messages from internet�exit


Configuration Files


UUCONV.INI


; This is the initialisation file for UUConv.��Debug A K B�ExcludeSMTP matt�InternetDomain halfox.com�LogFile c:\uuconv\uuconv.log�NameSubst _.�NewsAddress mail2news@news.demon.co.uk�NotifyTo sysop�NotifyWhen user�SMTPSpoolDir c:\demon\spool�Uncompress c:\bin\comp430d.exe -d�UUCPName demon�UUCPSpoolDir w:\wildcat\gateway


REWRITE


Rewrite is used by NET to control how incoming mail is addressed and written to the local drive. The file shown below is based on a standard mail-forwarding rewrite file configured by Demon but with an extra line to remove periods from the local address. Without this NET tries to cr
