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What is the TOffice97Balloon component?

The TOffice97Balloon component is a new component I have written for Delphi.  It looks and acts like the Office Assistant balloons in Office 97.  It can be fully customised if desired.  It has the following features: -

· Fully customisable source code, which can be edited if necessary.

· Form icon, which can also be a customisable glyph.

· Optional “Stick To” control allows the control to be attached to another form.

· In Windows 95 or NT, the control is balloon shaped.

· Fully compatible with the TForm component.  (It has all the properties and events of the TForm component)

· Works on Windows 95.  (I have not tested it with Windows NT)

· Compact size, only occupying 34KB when compiled in Delphi 2!

The component code was written by modifying some code for my TOffice97Button component.  The code works fine on Delphi 2, but I have not tested it with Delphi 3 & 4.

You are free to distribute the code, but you may NOT sell it.  If you modify the code, you must include me in the acknowledgements.  If you do want your ideas or modifications to be incorporated into the latest version, send them to the address at the end of this document.

How to install the TOffice97Balloon component

To install the TOffice97Balloon component, assuming [Delphi Path] is the path to Delphi, follow these steps: -

1) Unzip the file OFFBLN97.ZIP to any directory, using the directory switch (This is VERY important).

2) Copy all the files, except OffBln97.doc, to the directory [Delphi Path]\Objrepos\OffBln.

3) Copy this file (OffBln97.doc), if you want it, to the directory [Delphi Path]\Help.

4) In Delphi, install the component into the gallery.

TOffice97Balloon Reference

Remarks:

The control is only shaped like a balloon in Windows 95 and NT as earlier versions do not support shaped windows.

The assumed transparent colour of the bitmaps is clOlive.  To change the value you must modify the source code.

All new properties cannot be modified in design mode.  The component is not compiled into the VCL.

When the control is positioned to the right of a "stick to" form, all the controls on it are moved to the right by 16 pixels.  This is because the left of the form starts at the tip.

Known Problems:
If the control is positioned to the right of a "stick to" form, your controls may not be positioned correctly.  There is nothing I can do about this, as repositioning the controls is fairly complicated.

Key Properties:

The component has all the properties of the TForm component plus the following additional properties: -

· property BalloonPosition: TOffBalnPosition default bsAuto;

This determines the position of the control relative to the “Stick To” control.  When this is set to bsAuto, the control is automatically positioned.  There is no bsBottom position as this was never used in Office 97.

· property CustomGlyph: TBitmap;

If this is set, the specified glyph is displayed instead of the icon.

· property FrameColor: TColor default clBlack;

The colour of the control frame.

· property HideOnClick: Boolean default True;

If this is set to False, the control always hides when the left mouse button is pressed.

· property ShowCaption: Boolean default True;

If this is set to False, the caption and glyph are not displayed on the control.

· property StickTo: TForm;

If this is set, the control positions itself around the specified form and moves with it.

Key Events:

The component has all the events of the TForm component.

Revision History

V1.2 (15/04/1999)

· Bug Fixed - The control now looks correct when it is positioned to the right of a "stick to" form.

V1.1 (14/04/1999)

· Drastically improved method to keep track of "stick to" form movement and size.  However, this has meant that Delphi 1 is no longer supported due to the new method.

V1.0 (13/04/1998)

· Initial release.

Future Ideas

I currently have no ideas for future versions of the TOffice97Balloon component.

Other Components

Below is a list other components that I have written: -

· TOffice97Button – A control that looks and acts like the controls (Buttons, radiobuttons, up buttons and down buttons) that appear in the Office Assistant balloons in Office 97.

· TYearPlanner – A control that looks like a year planner.

Contacting Me

I am currently on the Internet.  If you have any bug reports, comments, ideas, modifications, etc. then you can Email me at the address given below.  You can also go to my web site to find out the latest information on my components.

Email: - jonathan@the-hoskings.freeserve.co.uk
WWW: http://www.the-hoskings.freeserve.co.uk
