Microsoft OLE DB SDK 1.0


Header files for Borland Delphi 2.x





Translated from muddled C++ to crisp-clear ObjectPascal BY HAND (yueck) in a WEEKEND (spare time, me?), voluntarily, by Alexander Staubo.





For information about OLE DB, try the following URLs:





Microsoft OLE DB Site (http://www.microsoft.com/oledb/)





Microsoft Developer Network (http://www.microsoft.com/msdn/)





The OLE DB SDK is available for free download from Microsoft's site (http://www.microsoft.com/oledb/). The SDK includes documentation, header files in C and C++, redistributables, and some samples.





The SDK also includes the Microsoft's OLE DB datasource provider for ODBC. (This is, afaik, the only existing OLE DB "engine" as yet. However, OLE DB objects for accessing MAPI stores and similar things are on the horizon.)





Note that OLE DB is not for the faint-hearted. For most tasks the ADO (Active Data Objects) interface will be preferable; ADO is a set of OLE Automation wrappers for OLE DB, offering dispatch objects such as Rowset on which you may invoke simple Automation commands from any Automation controller (Delphi, VB, VC++, Microsoft Office etc.).





OLE DB in its purest form is "tough". It was also a pain to translate by hand, since my C-to-ObjectPascal converter is in no state to handle complex header files riddled with macros, RPC/MIDL references and lots and lots of conditional code. Therefore, there might be a few, or more than a few, or possibly hundreds, of erroneous declarations. As a rule, if you receive a general protection fault or similar exception during testing, it is probably something the matter with the translation.





For some reason I have preserved the annoying (read: upper) case of types and constants. I have prefixed all types with T and converted numerous eccentric declarations to what I think would be the logical equivalent in ObjectPascal.





It was all mindnumbingly boring, so please have fun with it.





Any comments or complaints, send'em over.





Alexander Staubo


alex@image.no








