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Introduction


TFormSaverDB is a little component designed to ease the customisation  of the working enviroment in an standard application (typical office application).


In my programs, I needed to save the user preferences about size and position of the TForms and in many occasions the last values typed in the Edit boxes, Radio buttons, Check boxes, etc. 


Then I wrote TFormSaverDB, oh another FormSaver, yes, but this one is a bit peculiar, it uses a Paradox database as a data file.


Why did I adopt this unusual (?) decision?. All my applications runs in a multi-user environment and in this situation saving data in an INI file is a bit dangerous, besides this I wanted the users of my applications could choose the computer in where run them, therefore I had to use a central repository (a database).


�
Features


TFormSaverDB saves on closing the form:


TForms’ size, position, FormStyle, WindowState.


All the values selected (checked,..) or typed in from:


CheckBoxes


RadioButtons


RadioGroups


ListBoxes


EditBoxes, MaskEdits, Memos, …


Columns’ width and position of TDBGrids.


If placed in the “Application.Mainform”, saves all the auto-created by Delphi TForms.


If the MainForm is a fsMDIForm, it handles correctly the circumstances of the fsMDIChild forms, saving them if they are visible.


TFormSaverDB restores the saved values in the OnShow event of the container TForm, opening only the fsMDIChild forms that was visible the last time the application run.


At design time you can edit or delete the saved data using then context menu obtained clicking the mouse’s right button over the TFormSaverDB.


Files


FPSAVER.DCU	The TFormSaverDB unit


FPSAVER.DCR	Bitmap file for the palette


FPSAVER.DFM	The form definition for the data editor


FPSAVER0.DCU	The about box unit


FPSAVER0.DFM	The about box form definition


FPSAVER.RES	Resource file with the menu text, buttons’ text, hints and palette page’s name


FPSESPA.RES	The same but in Spanish


Installation


Decompress the archive file in the directory you want. Because the limited length of the installation path string is strongly recommended to do that in the standard lib directory (c:\delphi\lib ?).


Edit the resource file if you need. The contents actually are:


String ID�
Value�
Meaning�
�
1000�
Additional�
Name of the palette page where TFormSaverDB will be installed�
�
1001�
&Edit TFormSaverDB's data...�
First context menu option�
�
1002�
Clea&r this TFormSaverDB's data�
Second context menu option�
�
1003�
&Delete database Table�
Third context menu option�
�
1004�
Abo&ut...�
Fourth context menu option�
�
1005�
Show data from all TFormSaverDBs in this Database�
Hint for the “All” button of the data editor�
�
1006�
&All�
Text for the button above�
�
1007�
&Close�
Text for the button “Close” in the data editor�
�



Install the component by the Delphi “Options|Install Components…” menu option.


Usage


Place one TFormSaverDB in the MainForm.


Fill the DatabaseName with the alias or the directory name where the data file must reside.


Type in the TableName, if don’t exist and the AutoCreate property is true will be created automatically.


Type in the Section (by default is the name of the owner TForm).


Fill the User property if you need this. You can choose a user name at runtime by the SetFormSaverUser function (you must do that before the Application.Run call in the project source).


And voila, it’s all ready for run and fun (?).





To save data from non auto-create TForms, you must place one TFormSaverDB on each one and fill its properties correctly. Usually you must use the same DatabaseName and TableName but it’s essential enter a different Section name (the default is good) for each TFormSaverDB in the project. The User name must be the same all over the project, use the SetFormSaverUser function in the project source (the ‘.dpr’ file) before the Application.Run method call:


Eg: 


program ProgramName;





uses


  Forms,


  { Included here for you to use SetFormSaverUser }


  FPSaver,   


  { The unit declarations }


  Password in 'PASSWORD.PAS' {FormPassword},


  .


  .


  .


  .








{$R *.RES}





begin


  SetFormSaverUser( Get a User Name and Password );


  Application.CreateForm(TFormMain, FormMain);


  .


  .


  .


  .


  Application.Run;


end.


TFormSaverDB Reference


property AutoCreate: Boolean default true


If true, TFormSaverDB creates the table if this don’t exist.


property DatabaseName: TFileName


Alias or directory name of the location of the table files, it uses a property editor to display the available alias names.


property TableName: TFileName 


The name of the data repository, it’s a Paradox table. As above it uses a property editor to display the available table names in the alias or directory you select.


property Section: string 


Name of the section in the data file. It’s utilised to differentiate between the distinct TFormSaverDBs saved in the table.


property User: string 


User’s name. In a multi-user environment permits to preserve different application circumstances for each operator, yet if working in the same computer.


Setting it by the built-in function SetFormSaverUser does it for all the TFormSaverDB components in the project, you don’t be troubled to type in the User property in all the components.


�
Table structure


Field�
Type�
Size�
Indexed�
�
Section�
String�
30�
*�
�
User�
String�
10�
*�
�
FormName�
String�
30�
*�
�
FormStyle�
Smallint�
2�
�
�
Wdata�
Memo�
0�
�
�



The Wdata is a Memo field that contains a text representation of the saved data, but please, try the component and double click over it (or right-click and pick the first menu option) after running an application that uses it.





�








Warnings


TFormSaverDB installs an event handler for the owner TForm’s OnShow property and preserves the old if any. Beware of assigning an event to the OnShow property at runt time, but if you need to do that, you must write it as follows:


.


{ declare a variable or object field to safeguard the event handler installed by TFormSaverDB }


OldOnShow:TNotifyEvent;


.


.


{ before assigning a new event handler, you must save the old one in the variable declared above }


OldOnShow:= YourTForm.OnShow;


YourTForm.OnShow:= NewOnShow;


.


.


{ in the method, the first thing you must do is call the old event handler using OldOnShow }


procedure YourTForm.NewOnShow (Sender: TObject);


begin


  if Assigned(OldOnShow) then


    OldOnShow(Sender);





This is a singular situation, commonly you assign an event handler to OnShow at design time, and in this contingency is not necessary any action for you, TFormSaverDB handles it correctly.





Bugs


If you encounter anyone, please report me by e-mail. Thank you in advance.


Registration


This component is absolutely free for occasional users, students, hobbyist, but if you use it professionally or includes in a commercial program you must pay for it a registration fee of US$20.


With the registration you get the complete source code (I’ll send you by e-mail) and a licence to use it in your own programs.


The code is not free or public domain, it’s copyrighted code, however you can use the compiled code in whatever program you want (if you register, of course).





Check or cash 


Payment can be made with a check for US$ 20 + $10 handling fee (sorry, my bank charges me to cash a check in a foreign currency).


An EuroCheque for 2500Ptas is OK.


Please fill out the registration form below and send together with check/cash to the following address:





Francisco Purriños


C/ Galiano, 45 1º.


15402 Ferrol. La Coruña.


Spain





Money transfer/SWIFT


Your bank can arrange for a regular money transfer or a SWIFT transfer. Not all banks know about SWIFT, though. Please transfer to the following account and send in a registration form by mail or e�mail to me.





Francisco Purriños


C/ Galiano, 45 1º.


15402 Ferrol. La Coruña.


Spain





Account nº: 2091-0223-99-3040004057


Bank: Caixa Galicia. Urbana 6. C/Alcalde Usero. 15403 Ferrol. La Coruña. Spain.
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TFormSaverDB version 1.0 Registration Form





______________


Date





__________________________________________________________________


Name/contact





__________________________________________________________________


Postal address





_______________________________________________


zip/city





_______________________________________________


Country





_______________________________________________


E-mail address








Send source code by 


postal mail instead of e-mail ? _______ (+ $5 postage/handling)




















_____________________________


Signature


